Photocopiable Project sheets and Worksheets
based on
“A Triumph of Co-operation over Adversity”
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Project Theme:
School:
Teacher:
Topics

2

My Name is __________________
Topic_______________________
Project :
Checklist
Task
Date completed Date corrected
Read
Read
Interview
Write Article
Artwork ..Paper
Artwork..Computer
News Article
Poem
Crossword Clues
Type into Word
Type into
Webeditor
Craft Artwork
Take Digital Photo
Scan work
Project Report
Collate book
Cover Design
Poster
Design(Openday)
Invitation
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Date on
WWW/Book

My name is
Topic :

__________________________

4

This is a picture to show Co-operation.
Write your thoughts below

Draw you own picture to show Co-operation below

5

My name is
Topic :
Headline:
My Picture:________________

__________________________NEWSPAPER
ARTICLE

6

Crossword Clues:
School:
Name:
Sample word and clue:
Adversity
Hardship , hard times to survive
Word

Clue
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My name is __________________________My
Name :
My Picture:________________

Poem

8

Cover Design:
School:
Name:
Try to bring out Co-operation and Teamwork

9

Poster for School Openday:
School:
Name:
Try to bring out Co-operation and Teamwork

10

My name is __________________________
This is a letter about day old chicks.
Write your thoughts below

Draw your own picture

11

My name is __________________________
Project Report :Name of Project
(describe the project, the tasks you completed and the Co-operation you used as a team)

12

Heroes of Cooperation

My Name ___________________

School__________________

13

Class____________________

14

Electrician
'My first contact with Donaghmore was in 1952, when, as a qualified electrician, as wiring the house of
J.P. Kelly. When finished with him, I was asked to do some jobs in Donaghmore, including the
hatchery.
'The dairy and stores were the chief buildings there at that time and there was only one motor required
to drive the mill roller. Then they installed a grain drier in
the front buildings, where the museum is now. When I was wiring the dairy, there were fitters there
from Limerick, putting in tanks, stainless steel pipes and other equipment. I could not start my work
until they would leave each evening, which meant that it was often three or four o'clock next morning
when I would finish so that the creamery could take in milk later on.
(There was one particular night that I fitted fourteen motors. It was only some time later that I found
out that J.P. Kelly had placed a bet with someone that the majority of the motors would go in the right
direction. So, by mere luck, 13 of the 14 were right and J.P. was delighted.
'Over the next forty five years, I was engaged to do all the wiring jobs in Donaghmore, and some
branches -mainly Raheen and Spink, and a little in Mountmellick.
'I started my training in 1941 with the ESB in Portlaoise and it continued for five years. Then the rural
electrification started in 1948 and I left the ESB and started on my own.
'One of the first places where I worked was in Clonaslee in 1948. I only had a bike, and on it, I carried
a step ladder, cables, and tools -all of which could weigh cwt or so. Living in Colt, I would stay out
during the week and cycle home at weekends.
'The first car I bought was a baby Ford for £30 in 1949. It had very little more than the engine -no
brakes, no lights, and so on -so after a few 'escapes', I decided to get a van. That was a big step forward
as, apart from getting me and my ladder and tools around the country, I was able to go to Dublin for my
requirements, rather than having them sent by rail to Portlaoise, as there were no wholesale outlets
down the country in those years.
'So, after starting to contract with Donaghmore, as time progressed, so did my work. With many new
buildings, and the need for bigger and more high-powered motors, I was always kept very busy."
Reflections 301(Triumph of Co-operation over Adversity)

Read the text carefully before doing the questions.
1.What was his first contact with Donaghmore ?
2. Where did the fitters come from ?
3.Why did he not finish before three or four o’clock in the morning ?
4.Why was J.P delighted one time ?
5.For how many years did he do the wiring jobs in Donaghmore ?
6.How long did his training as an electrician last for ?
7. What did he do in 1948 ?
8.What did he carry on the bicycle ?
9.What make was his first car ?
10.Why was the van a big step forward ?
11. Name two differences between being an electrician then and now.
12.What woul you expect to see in a hatchery ?
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Webquest:Co-operation is Cool
Look up the Links page on the “Co-operation is Cool” website ,either on the CD or from
www.laoisedcentre.ie .For the links to work you’ll need to be on the Internet.

Pupil:
No.

Link

Question or Activity

1

ICOS..History of ICOS

How many Co-ops were established by 1894 ?

2

Glanbia….press releases

How did Glanbia support the Special Olympics ?

3

Horace Plunkett

Why did Horace Plunkett go to Wyoming ?

4

GAA…History

5

Donaghmore Museum

6

Ceoltas

When was hurling proscribed (forbidden) by law ?
Why do you think was it proscribed ?
What rooms were restored ?
What was its original use ?
Listen to Paddy McMahon’s jig

7

ICA

8

Northern Ireland Co-op

9

Co-op History for Kids

10

The Story of Florence

11

Co-op History

When was the ICA founded and who is the present ICA
president ?
When and where was the Northern Ireland Co-op founded ?
Pick out the four most important points about the Rochdale
Pioneers
Who was Florence and what was her story about ?
This is a Powerpoint file about Co-operation in the US. Just
read it and think. It may take a while to load put then it will be
easy to read.
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Book Synopsis
This book tells the remarkable story of how, in the formative years of the
newly independent Ireland, a group of men from diverse backgrounds in
County Laois shook off the shackles of religious, political and social
differences to build one of the most successful independent co-ops in
the country.
Donaghmore Co-op Society was founded in 1927. The experts said that it
was the wrong business, in the wrong place, at the wrong time and forecast
its early demise. How could it possibly survive! But survive it did and
eventually prospered. Branches were opened in Raheen and Spink and, later,
Mountmellick joined the fold.
Donaghmore Co-op played a key role in the formation of Avonmore which
later joined with Waterford to form Glanbia, now one of the biggest and
most progressive dairy food producers in the world. The Society's frontiers
were pushed further afield when it joined Monasterevin Co-op to form a
very successful region within Glanbia's field of operations, which now
embraces Clonaslee, North Offaly, Ballacolla, Mullingar and Moate.
Much of the information in this book is gleaned from the minute books
for the first forty years of the Society, which have happily survived,
and from the ICOS files held in the National Archives. The secrets from
these primary sources are revealed for the first time. There are also
extensive interviews with people involved, which add the personal touch
to this fascinating history.
This is the inside story of 75 years of the trials and tribulations and,
most of all, the achievements at Donaghmore Co-op. It gives a remarkable
insight into its day-to day workings and of the men and women who are
an essential part of that story. It is the story of A Triumph of Co-operation
over Adversity.
Read the text carefully before doing the questions.
1.When was Donaghmore Co-op founded
2.What did the experts say about the new co-op ?
3.Name three branches to join the Co-op .
4.Donaghmore play a key role in ------------------------------------------------.
5.Avonmore joined with Waterford to form ---------------------.
6. .-------- is one of the biggest food producers in the world .
7. Where did the author get most of his information ?
8. How many years ago is it that Donaghmore Co-op was founded ?
9.Look up the words triumph , adversity,extensive and tribulations in
your dictionary and write out the meanings.
10. Find words in the passage which mean : includes, area, obtained ,
things not known
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Horace Plunkett
Horace Curzon Plunkett was born in 1854 to an Anglo-lrish landed gentry family. The son of Lord Dunsany, he was a man
of frail appearance with a slight stoop and dogged with ill health throughout his life. Neither was he helped by poor public
speaking skills. As Bolger commented: " ...in a loquacious coun- try and in an age of oratory he was a poor public speaker.
He could attract and hold the loyalty of the few but could not draw crowds."
Yet Horace Plunkett overcame his physical and personal shortcomings, as well as public misgivings from both sides of the
political and religious spectrum, to establish himself as a key figure in the emergence of the modern Ireland. He was born
and educated in England, yet his aristocratic upbringing did not deter him from becoming a pioneer for social and economic
reform. Although a Unionist he supported many non- Unionist causes during his lifetime, including the Gaelic Athletic
Association, the Gaelic League and the campaign for a Catholic University. He was familiar with the work of the Rochdale
Pioneers and had observed with keen interest the growth of the British co-operative movement, which was centred on urban
consumer needs. Plunkett could see the potential for an Irish model but was convinced from an early stage that it would only
work if applied to Ireland's main economic activity, agriculture. His experiences at Oxford University confirmed in him the
need for social reform and the vital role of the co-operative movement in achieving that aim. He experimented in cooperation in a practical way on leaving college by opening a small co-operative store in Dunsany, Co Meath in 1878. Ill
health forced him to close the shop and he moved on doctor's advice to warmer climes in the USA.
From an early stage Plunkett recognised that the greatest need for co-operation in Ireland was among the peasant farmers,
still using outdated farming methods and machinery and exploited on all sides, from the purchase of essential supplies to the
selling of their produce. On his return from the States he seriously set about converting his theories into practical working
models.
Plunkett's mission was one fraught with pitfalls and dangers of self-destruction. He was, after all, from the landlord class,
detested by the Irish peasants and supportive of the Union. If the mostly Catholic and only recently liberated smallholders
had reason to be sceptical of his sincerity in throwing in his lot with them, his establishment brethren were somewhat
bewildered too by what they considered, at best, his eccentricity and, at worst, his betrayal of his own class and creed.
Plunkett was a determined and resilient man and sought support from wherever he might get it. He preached the doctrine of
co-operation as the best way forward and asked the smallholders and sympathisers with his mission for Ireland to follow his
gospel. He travelled the length and breadth of the country telling the farmers that they must take control of the means of
production and come together to develop an effective marketing strategy. He was one of the establishment class which held
the reins of power and influence in Ireland and he spared no effort in converting his aristocratic friends to his co-operative
philosophy and enlisting their support. He also sought the best talent to drive the movement. Apart from Anderson, who
became chief organiser, Plunkett forged a close bond with George Russell, better recognised under his pen name, AE, one
of the foremost figures in the Irish literary renaissance at the close of the 19th century. Another brilliant recruit was Fr. Tom
Finlay, an energetic, middle-aged Jesuit priest recommended by Bishop O'Dwyer as "the ablest man in Ireland". Fr. Finlay
and Russell combined their talents to whip up support for Plunkett and his crusade. Together they scripted and edited the
Irish Homestead, the official publication of the co-operative movement, later called the Irish Statesman (1906-1930).

Read the text carefully before doing the questions.
1. In what year was Horace Plunkett born ?
2.What was his middle name ?
3.Name 2 non-Unionist causes he supported ?
4. What county was he from ?
5.Why did he go to America ?
6.What did he open in Dunsay in 1878 ?
7.The British Co-operative movement was based on -------- ----------.
8.What did Plunkett think an Irish Co-operative movement should be based on ?
9.What did he tell farmers ?
10.What was George Russell's pen name ?
11.What was the first official publication of the Co-operative movement in Ireland ?
12. Pick two adjectives used in the passage to describe Plunkett.
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